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MONEY CANʼT BUY YOU ART

OPEN CALL FOR ARTISTS
28 April 2017
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ABOUT THE PROJECT
YAMI-ICHI (‘Black market’ in Japanese) is an international art project in the form of a public event.
The concept behind this project is to engage a number of young and emerging artists with the 
general public/local & business communities. Participating artists will exhibit their work for four 
days and the event will culminate in a public auction using non-monetary currency for transaction. 
The aim of this project is to challenge the current perception of art as a commodity and propose 
an alternative way of assessing its value. Ultimately, the project aims to encourage young and 
emerging artists to re-evaluate how their work can be perceived and connect them with potential 
clients or future collaborators.
The project’s debut event was held in Tokyo in partnership with the local council and businesses in 
March 2017. This event attracted  650 visitors over three days and 70 participants in the auction on 
the last day. The event was covered by various local media such as an online business newspaper 
and other local information websites. 

YAMI-ICHI IN LONDON
Team YAMI-ICHI is holding a second event in London in May supported by Camden Council. This 
event will run over four days in a vacant Council owned shop in King’s Cross. Four artists can exhibit 
their work for four days. The visitors can enjoy the art work and communicate with the artists. On 
the last day, we will hold a non-monetary art auction. Unlike any other art auction, we are aiming to 
invite various people, including locals, people from different areas, different background, and age 
groups.

Unlike an ordinary art auction, YAMI-ICHI art auction has its own unique system;
Auction flow
1. Participating artists present their work, their ambition and the kind of offer they would like (3mins)
2. The audience starts bidding whatever they think is worth exchanging with artwork. (15mins)
3. The artists choose their favourite offer (if there is any) and the deal will be made.
Example of the offers from previous events:
-You can use my mountain in the U.S. for your next installation
-Free accommodation in Berlin and a support for setting up an exhibition there
-Dinner at my place for a week
-Art studio space for a month
-English translation for your website and portfolio

Please visit project website for further information: www.yamiichi-art.com/home#573282709758-1

HOW DOES NON-MONETARY AUCTION WORK?

Date: 

Exhibition: 

Auction: 

26th (Fri) - 29th (Mon) May 2017
26th 18:00-20:00 (Opening)
27th / 28th  11:00-18:00
29th 11:00-14:30
29th 15:00-17:00

Location: 
5 Hampden Cl, Kings Cross, London NW1 1HW

YAMI-ICHI Open Call for Artists
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For the further detail, please visit our project website and SNS
Website: www.yamiichi-art.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TeamYamiichi/
Instagram: @team_yamiichi

OPEN CALL
We are looking for four artists, who are:
-passionate and interested in the philosophy of the project
-interested in joining an experimental event
-willing to promote their work outside the university
-able to participate and interact with the visitors for four days*

*Please let us know if you are unavailable on any of the date.

CONTACT
If you are interested, please send the following information to yamiichi.art@gmail.com

-Your name
-Your professional practice
-(If you are a student) Your university and the course
-Please explain briefly about your work and the concept.
(Is your work a performance? Live painting? Digital? Sculpture? etc...)

-3-4 images of your artwork (If you have a portfolio or website, please send a link)

DEADLINE: 12th (Fri) May 2017

WEBSITE

YAMI-ICHI Open Call for Artists

ART PROJECT TEAM YAMI-ICHI

Sachiko Osawa, a final year student in MA Narrative Environment at Central Saint Martins, started 
a self-initiated project YAMI-ICHI in 2015 as part of her postgraduate project, with a passion to 
design a space where various ways of valuing art can be exchanged freely among artists and the 
public. Team YAMI-ICHI members then gathered in 2016 to realise the idea. The idea of subversive 
art auction has gone through trial runs in both London and Tokyo, and the debut event was held in 
Tokyo in March. Sachiko envisions a development of this project as an international art event, which 
implements its core vision across different cities and countries.
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PHOTOS FROM TOKYO EVENT

YAMI-ICHI Open Call for Artists

EXHIBITION: 24th-26th March 2017

AUCTION: 26th March


